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Queft. 1. 


Minifter being to preach the Funeral 
Sermon of bis Patron, for which be- 
fides mourning bequeath'd him, be was 
bountifully gratify'd by the Widow, as well as for.bis atten- 
dance on the Sick during his Ulnets 5 Ja the Conclufion of 
bis Ditcourfe, inftead of {peaking well of the deceas'd, who 
was @Perfon of Quality, be very much reflected on bis man- 
ner of Lite, publickly expofing the ereate/t Crimes be bad 
ever been guilty of, tore great amazement and trouble of bis 
Friends and Relations, alfo divulging in bis Pulpit the dy- 
ing Confeflion of the Deceas'd Gentleman. Your Advice is 
defrd, whether be ought not rather to have {poken Well than 
ill of the Deceas’d, or if be con’d not {peak well, whether he 
had not Better Lave {aid nothing at all of him == And whether 
the Publifhing the Dying-Confeflion of any Man, unle{s a 
Malefaétor, be not a Fault Punifhable in the Spiricua] Court, 
or elfawhere, and what the Penalty ¢ 
Anfw. The Severity of the true Englifh Pulpit Elo- 
guence, has of late Years very much avoided the Fulfome 
Praifes, which fome of the Ancients, and among the Mo- 
derns, the French Nation, have utually given to Deceas’d 
Perfons — But however there's no need of running into 
the contrary Extream, and Exa(perating their Fanlts any 
more than ever Magniteing their Virtues , fince Humanity 
as well as Charity requires, nlels in fome Extraordina- 
ry Circomttances, that they fhou'd be Bury’d together 
with them. For which Reatons we think, on what ap- 
pears to us, that the Minifter did not well when he Pub- 
lith'd his Patrons Faulcs — We fay on what appears co us, 
becaufe there may poflibly be fome Circumftauces Con- 
ceal'd which may Extreamly alter the Cafe — As fuppo- 
fing the Gentleman himfelt defir'd, as fome have done, 
that they might be made Publick to the Benefit and 
Warning of others ; or if they were but fo much as 
publickly known before, chat might excufe fome Light- 
er mention ot them: But if he had neither of thefe Rea- 
fons, or fomething equivalent, the leaft we can fay of 
it is, that ‘twas very unhandfomly done, to expofe not 
only a Benetaétor, but what was deliverd in fuch a 
manner as fhou’d have oblig’d tothe greateft Secrecy 
imaginable. As for any Punifament due for fuch an 
Offence, we know of none, fince Dead Men can’t bring 
an Aétion of Defamation, unleis any of the Family 
fuffer any Injury by fuch a Character of their Deceas’d 
Relation. 


Queft. 2. Wheiher it be a Sin to buy the Prefentation 
toa Living, whilft there is an Incumbent in it? and whee 
ther that can be a Simoniacal Contrad by the Outh 
which every one is obliz’d to take at bis Inftitution into a 
Cure of Souls, which the Law of the Land inthis Cafe bas 
not made {o? 

Anfw. in order toa full Reply to thefe great Que- 
ftions, ( which had been fooner done, had the Querift 
dated his Letter ) We think it convenient firlt to en- 
quire into the Nature of Simony, as the. word is now 
taken, and inthe fullextent of its Definition, whether 
yet it mayn’t become a Sin as prohibited by the Laws 
of the Land, and Cuftoms of our Church, efpecially 
fince thofe Laws and Cuftoms are founded upon fuch 
good reazfin ? even tho’ it were not fo in fome Inftan- 
Ces in its own Nature: After which Enquiries we may 
more eafily au{wer the Doubts of our prefent Querift. 

Firft, What Simony is; and ‘tis delin’d, Studiof2 Vo- 
luntas, &-. A vefolved Intention of felling or buying; ali- 
quid (piritiuale, aut (pirituali annexum, any {piritual thing, 
or whe’ annex’d thereunto — cum opere fublequente, with 
an Overt- A tollowing it, or actually performing it. A 
refolv’d Intention, reduc’d into Aétion of Sciling or 
Buying any Spiritual thing, or what's anvexd thereunto, 

his is old Panormitan’s Definition, but ’tis thoughe. 


faulty by Lefius and Godolphin, and others, who to 
make it adequate, add the Phrafe (| Pretio Temporati. } 
This Buying or Selling muft be for tome carnal, humane 
or temporal Price, becaute if one Spiritual thing be gi- 
ven for another, "tis no: properly Simony. And this 
Price is again divided into Presium Muneris, Money or 
Moneys-worth, direéily or indire@ly, even tho’ neither the 
Patron nor Incumbent are privy co it, in which Cafe che 
Clerk is Simorniicé promotus, tho’ not Simoniacus, and 
fo his Prefentation, cc. a€tually void, and he difable 
tor ever to that Living, tothat degree, that ir has been 
often che Judgment of the Lawyers, that the King him- 
lelf tho’ he Pardon him, can’t Prejents him to the fame 
Benefice. Pretiwn Lingua, is undeferv'd Praife or Flat- 
tery, or a:king a Benefice for a Clerk who does not de- 
ferve it. Pretium Obfequii, doing fome Service without 
Sallary, but on confideration of a Benefice to be after. 
wards beftow’d, al! which the Law makes Simony. 

Buc co return to Punormitan, it mult be a reiolved 
Intention or Will, 8c. for as before, without tuch a 
Will or Privity the Clerk is not himlelf Simoniacal : 
And this Incension muft be reduc’d into Adion, by which 
Branch of the Definition Mental Simory, which Navar 
and Cajetan mention, is relcinded : Tho’ undoubtedly 
he is not clear inthis any more than any other Cale, 
who defigns an il] thing in his Heart, fuppofing he 
cannot actually accomplith ic; however chit is to be 
judged in a higher Court, and none of onrs have any 
thing to do with't: And this is either emendi or venden- 
di, buying, felling or bargaining, by whatever means, nay, 
even ablolute Bonds ot Refignation at three Months end, 
without amy Reafon, have been adjudged’ Simomy, as in 
Sir F. Pafchal’s Cafe, ( See Godolpbin, p. 548.) The next 
Member is [ aliquid Spirisuale, aut Spirttuali annexum } 
any fpiritual thing, or what's annex’d to a (piritual thing, 
which may be if we py diftinguifh’d into Law and 
Gofpel-Simony. To fell or purchaje what's properly /pi- 
ritual, as Ordination, Sacraments, 8c. is the higheft d - 

gree of Simony, and near that of Simon Magus, who was 
for buying the Gift of che Holy Ghoft, whence the Name 
Of Simony is generally deriv’: by Aquinas and others. 
For the other and more common fore, [ Spirituali annexe 
um \ what'Sannex’d to a (ptritual thing; this includes Buy - 
ing or Selling Ecclefiajtical Benefices,wherein We think the 
Lawyers distinctions are fometimes extreamly Nice, which 
We thall recite, and then on to our furrher Inquiries. 
The Adveufon or Right of Advocation or Prefentation 
to a Living, (for the moft part the fame with Fus Pa- 
tronatus ) teems to be aliquid annexum (pirituali, for is 
it not annex’d tothe Benefice, if the difpofing the Bene. 
fice be annex’d to that ? The Patron’s Right in Cafe of 
Advoufon is judged to arife at firft from Building and 
Endowing the Church, which he can’t do without Con- 
fene of his Diocefan ; and when things are onee ‘Con- 
fecrated to God, they ceale to be of Man’s Propriety, 
and the Patron can’t fill his Benetice, but the Bifhop 
muft {till do it, and ‘tis certain that Advosfons are 
within Ecclefiaflical Furifdidtion, and the Ordinary may 
decree a Procefs, to enquire concerning an Advoufon ac- 
cording tothe Laws and Cuftoms of the Church —~all 
which feem to make i¢ { Spéritualt annexum. } 

But notwithflanding this, the Lawyers do univerfal- 
ly agree that an Advoufon is a Temporal, not a Spiritual 
Inherit.arce; for a Writ of Right of Advoufon lies for 
hirh who has an Eftate in an Advoufon in Fee-jimple, and 
it may be Devijed by Wik or Granted. by Deed, as other 
Temporal Inberitances, and accordingly Purchas'd, either 
in part or whole, the entire Right for ever, or only 
the next Prefentation, the Power of Conferring the Be- 
nefice may be purchas‘d, tho’ not the very Benefice : 
But, "tis in che Purchafing thefe aftua] Preeateey that 
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there’s fo much Danger of Simony, and oftentimes fuch 


a wyers ally agree, that for a Ky po 
Prefent his Son by Virtue of a Purchafe of the rex 
, which he made in the Prefence of pis Boe 
a Clerk, when the Incumbent fick and not om oo 
by reafon of a Sicknels whereot he foon after dy ts 
this is Simony. So Godolphin, in his sec reir ony HE ae 
nicum, p. 549. from the Cafe of Smith, ver{as Shi el 
And yer not Simony if the Son abfent, unlefs it appear: 
that "twas with Intemtion co Prefent him. But how 
to reconcile this with what follows in the fame 
Author, his Chapter of Simony, Sect. 35. feems difficult, 
where he lays, “ The Incumbent of a Church being Sick, 
“the Fuhr Contraéts with the Patron in the prefence 
“of his So, for the next auvsidance tor the Son, = 
“gereed .o give him rool, The Grant 1s made, the 
“ Incumbent aves, the Son is Prefented, Inftituted, and 
“ Induded. He's fa’d for Simony, refolv'd on the Cate 
“thar "twas no Simony, for the Father might buy the 
“next Avoidance, and prefent his Son, it not being 
“ Simony in any to buy an Advoufen, The Lawyers in- 
deed are divided in thefe Matters, tho’ there feems a 
difference berween a flight Sicknets, and defperate ill- 
nefs. However it feems hard that this fhou’d be ad- 
judged Simony. For tt a Father may’ Prejent his own 
Se, which none denies, why arayn’t he as well buy the 
Prejentation for that Erd. For if his Partialiy be ob- 
jected, it equally holds in both Cafes, as well as in 
Bonds of Refignation, and atter all, the Bifhop, not he, 
is Judge ot the Clerks Fisnefs ox Incapacity. But we 
muft have a Care we don’e argue, on, if he may buy 
the next Pre(entation, the Incumbent being Sick, on pur- 
pole for his Son or Kinfmar, why not, as well if the 
Incumbent be Dead? For this is flat Simony, and pre- 
cluded both by the Laws of the Land, and the Churches 
Ouwh. And much more, if I my felt Purchase the Pre- 
fent tien. 

Which to come to our fecond Enquiry, the Law of 
the Lax.! bas expre!ly forbidden, and thac not withouc 
very good Reafon, te: taere wou'd be no End of Cor- 
rup:ion ot this Nature, ar) we fee and feel the Inconve- 
nienc’er already arilinz trom fuch Pradfices, in {pite ot 
all ..° Laws ageiai’ ‘em, and fiat Perjury into the Bar- 
gain. Now ali Men own that wnere t.c Laws of the 
Land require that which is not a Sin, or forbid what 
is no Duty, ‘tis a Stn to difobey “em, and our Statttes 
are fo full and plain, and home in this Cale, that ‘tis 
impoflible to avoid ’em. 

Nor is the Cale lefs plain, if we confult the Con- 
ftitutions of the Church, where not to éo/e our {elves 
in Antiquity, and only to mention the Cazon, one 
wou'd think the Oth ic felf taken before Inftitucion, 
fhou'd feare every man chat did but think he had a 
Soul, from being guilty of it, for which Reaton we'll 
infert it here. 


A. B. do {vecar that 1 have made no Simoniacal Pay- 

ment, Contract, or Promife, direétly or indireétly, 
by my Selt or by any osber,1o my Knowledge, or with my 
Content, so azy Perfon, or Perfons whatfoerer, for or 
corecrning the procuring er obtaining of the Rectory or 
Vicaridge of A. in the Dioce/s of L. Nor will at any time 
bereajter perform or fatistie any fuch kind of Payment, 
Comra, or Promife, made by any other, without my 
Knowledge or Content. So belp me Ged! 


There ‘tis, and we think, heme and faff enough, and 
chat, as betore, agreeable to the Laws of che Land, 
and for very good Reatons. 


Now the Wijdom ot thele Laws mult declare what 
that Crime is which we call Simeny, and when ’tis Lor- 
ful co purchafe an Advoufon and Prefent thereon, and 
when ‘tis not Lawful. And we know but one Ca/e, 
wherein a Perion any way concern'd in an Adveufon may 
be himielf Prejented : Godolphin isof Opinion —that if 
the nexe avoidance be granted to three Perfons, and 
ater that the Church becomes void, and then swo of 
the three preient the third, being a Clerk, in this Cafe 
the Prajencation is ood, and the Bifhop may nor refufe 
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thod, and no wife pedantick, by which Chil 
can but read and write Engli(h fiuen:ly, 
and properly, 
plain any Authors in two Years time ; and Gentlemen — 
of age in one Year. 
any one under half a Year, 
who will noc be Managed. He teaches Wedne(days and 


Fridays at his houfe ( next to the White Lyon ) in Aran- 
del-Street. 


yard near a Writing-School ; 


in Gorge-Court near a Glafers-Shep in Piccadili againft 
the Church, where may e : Fre 


Latin, Hiflorical Cards, as alfo a Pack 
earn ee ack by which they may 
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him — but the third Perfon can’t prefent himfelt, te 
one of the three only. Ria | 
Thus have we endeavour’d to comprize in as 
a Compa{s as was poflible, moft of what's Material jy 
Relation to the great Queftions before us, to which we 
may now more clearly and eafily Anfwer. To the 
firft-— Whether it be 4 Sin to buy the Prefentation to « 
Living whil/t there is an Incumbent in it? We Reply, 
in the Negative, if it be not he in {uch Circumy. 
ftances, and with {uch a Defign as the Law of the Lan 
has forbidden. ae 
To the fecond — Whether that can be a Simoniacal 
Contract by the Oath, which every one is oblig’d 10 sate 
at his Inftitution inte a Cure of Souls, which the Law 
of the Land inthis Cafe bas not made fo — Our Judg. 
ment is— that it ought alfo to be refolv'd in the Ne. 
gative~ Not that the Laws give any greater Libery 
than the Oath, which is fo wide a Miftake, that it’s 
plain they are much ffriéfer, as will appear by what 
has been already faid, and vacate a Simoniacal Prefer. 
tation, even tho’ the Clerk is wholly Ignorant of ir, 
And this is our prefent fettled Judgment on thefe Mar- 
ters. 
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Aodbverefements. 


Books lately Printed for John Dunton. 


oF TH: firfl Volume of the French Book of Martyrs, 


Publifhed with Her Wajelkyes Royal Pri: 


Diledge. The Second Volume is already in che Pref, 
and the Third and Fourth preparing for ir, 
that expe& any Advantage by the Propofz/s made con. 
cerning this Work, muft fend in their Subfcriptions by 
the roth. of next March, or otherwife ‘twill be roo 
lace. Propojals are to be had of the Undertaker, 


Thofe 


Foon Dunton, and of moft Bookfellers in London and the 


Couniry- 
cF Pifhop BARLOW’s REMAINS: Containing near 


an Hundred diftin€t Subjects, Theolugical, Pbi- 


lofopbical, Hijftorical, &c. in Letters to feveral Perfoas 
of Honour and Quality. To which is added, the Refolus 
tion of many abftrufe Points, as alfo Direétions to a 
young Divine for his Study of Divinity and Choice of his 
Library. Publifhed from his Lordthips Original Papers, 
Price Bound 6 s. 


cree Orders of the Helvetian Church, &c. Tranfa- 


ted into Englifh by John Conrad Werndly, Mi- 


nifler of Wrafling, and recommended to the Publick 
by feveral Reverend Bilhops. 


i Ws there is lately Invented, a Mould 


of-mixt Mettle for making of Tallow- 


an far exceeding Wax in Beauty, of a pare 
giols. 
thele Moulds; which may be had at Anthony Red- 
beads Pewterer over again{ft the Mitre Tavern in Fan- 
church Street, London: And the Candles of Richard 
Ellis, at the Sign of the Bible in Coleman-Street, Lon- 
don, he being the firft Tallow-Chandler, that found 
out the true way of making them. 


Note that bad Candles cannot be made in 


R. Switerda (recommended by our Gracious King) 
profefles a very Shorr, Eafie and Delightful Mc 


ren if they 


and chat craly 
according to Grammar-rules, and to ex- 


He is nor Willing to agree with 
nor will he take any one 


And Tut{days and Saturdays in Bow-Charch- 
and Mondays and Thurfdays 
had Gramatic al, French and 


ume. Copiam Verborum. 


